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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

1. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 
U.S.C. 119 (a) -(d), which papers have been placed of record in 
the file. 

Claim Rejections ~ 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in 
this or a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, 
more 'than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the 
United States . 

3. Claims 1-2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Uyeno (US Patent 5,946,636). 

Regarding claim 1: Uyeno discloses an apparatus (figure 2 
of Uyeno) comprising a call-in detecting means for detecting a 
call-in (column 3, lines 15-19 of Uyeno) ; a number display 
signal detecting means for detecting a number display signal 
(column 3, lines 18-23 of Uyeno) ; and luminous display body 
color control means for controlling the display color of a 
luminous display body (column 3, lines 21-23 of Uyeno), wherein 
when the call-in detecting means detects the call-in (column 3, 
lines 15-19 of Uyeno) and a telephone number indicated by the 
number display signal detected by the number display signal 
detecting means is matched with a telephone number registered in 
the facsimile apparatus (column 3, lines 15-20 of Uyeno) , the 
luminous display body color control means makes the luminous 
display body illuminate by designating a predetermined color 
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corresponding to the matched telephone number (column 3, lines 
18-23 of Uyeno) . A microprocessor (figure 2(25) of Uyeno) 
controls data and information pertinent to the various functions 
of the apparatus, along with the actuation and function of the 
color codes, wherein the associated data and computer programs 
are stored in the memory (figure 2(30) of Uyeno) of the 
apparatus (column 2, lines 62-67 of Uyeno) . The call-in 
detecting means, number display signal detecting means, and 
luminous display body color control means are the corresponding 
portion of said microprocessor, along with the physically 
embodied computer software stored in memory, which perform the 
corresponding functions of said call-in detecting means, number 
display signal detecting means, and luminous display body color 
control means. 

Regarding claim 2: Uyeno discloses a telephone directory 
registering/retrieving module for retrieving information (column 
3, lines 15-21 of Uyeno) including a telephone number registered 
in a telephone directory memory (column 3, lines 5-12 of Uyeno) , 
wherein when the telephone directory registering/retrieving 
module judges that the telephone number indicated by the number 
display signal is matched with a telephone number registered in 
the facsimile apparatus (column 3, lines 18-21 of Uyeno) , the 
luminous display body color control unit makes the luminous 
display body illuminate by specifying a predetermined color 
corresponding to the matched telephone number (column 3, lines 
21-23 of Uyeno) . 

A microprocessor (figure 2(25) of Uyeno) controls data and 
information pertinent to the various functions of the apparatus, 
along with the actuation and function of the color codes, 
wherein the associated data and computer programs are stored in 
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the memory (figure 2(30) of Uyeno) of the apparatus (column 2, 
lines 62-67 of Uyeno) . The call-in detecting module, number 
display signal detecting module, luminous display body color 
control module, and telephone directory registering/retrieving 
module are the corresponding portion of said microprocessor, 
along with the physically embodied computer software stored in 
memory, which perform the corresponding functions of said call- 
in detecting module, number display signal detecting module, 
luminous display body color control module, and telephone 
directory registering/retrieving module. Thus, said call-in 
detecting means is a call-in detecting module, said number 
display signal detecting means is a number display signal 
detecting module, and said luminous display body color control 
means is a luminous display body color control module. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of. 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 

Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not 
identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this 
title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

5. Claims 3-8 and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Uyeno (US Patent 5,946,636) in view of 
Lew (US Patent 6,483,898 B2) . 

Regarding claim 3: Uyeno discloses an apparatus (figure 2 
of Uyeno) comprising a call-in detecting means for detecting a 
call-in (column 3, lines 15-19 of Uyeno) ; and a color control 
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unit for controlling the color of an LCD backlight (column 3, 
line 66 to column 4, line 4 of Uyeno) , based on the predefined 
category of incoming telephone call (column 3, lines 58-65 of 
Uyeno). A microprocessor (figure 2(25) of Uyeno) controls data 
and information pertinent to the various functions of the 
apparatus, along with the actuation and function of the color 
codes, wherein the associated data and computer programs are 
stored in the memory (figure 2(30) of Uyeno) of the apparatus 
(column 2, lines 62-67 of Uyeno) . The call-in detecting module 
and color control unit are the corresponding portion of said 
microprocessor, along with the physically embodied computer 
software stored in memory, which perform the corresponding 
functions of said call-in detecting module and color control 
unit. 

Uyeno does not disclose expressly that, when the call-in 
detecting module detects the call-in, the color control unit 
makes the LCD backlight light up by designating a first 
predetermined color, and when a facsimile call-in is detected, 
the color control unit makes the LCD backlight light up by 
designating a second predetermined color. 

Lew discloses using different display icons (figure 2A 
(15a, 15b) and figure 4 (16b, 16c) of Lew) to display different 
types of incoming messages (column 4, lines 17-21 and lines 25- 
27 of Lew) . Two types of possible incoming messages are 
incoming calls (figure 2A(15a) and column 7, lines 34-36 of Lew) 
and facsimile calls (figure 2A(16) and column 9, lines 23-27 of 
Lew) . 

Uyeno and Lew are combinable because they are from the same 
field of endeavor, namely the control and handling of incoming 
communications and data. At the time of the invention, it would 
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have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to 
use different displays for different types of incoming 
communication, such as phone calls and fax messages, as taught 
by Lew. Since Uyeno differentiates different types of incoming 
messages by displaying a different color, combining Lew with 
Uyeno would suggest to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to use a different predetermined color for. 
the LCD backlight, as taught by Uyeno, but for the different 
types of incoming communication, as taught by Lew, instead of 
different telephone numbers, as taught by Uyeno. Thus, the 
apparatus of Uyeno would be combined with the more comprehensive 
overall system taught by Lew. The motivation for doing so would 
have been to be able to use and coordinate a wider variety of 
possible incoming data transmissions rather than simply voice 
transmissions. Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine 
Lew with Uyeno to obtain the invention as specified in claim 3. 

Regarding claim 4: Uyeno does not disclose expressly that 
when the call-in detecting module detects a call-in in a voice 
mail mode and a voice mail is started, the color control unit 
makes the LCD backlight light up by designating a third 
predetermined color showing the start of the voice mail. 

Lew discloses that when a call-in in a voice mail mode is 
detected and a voice mail is started, an icon (figure 2A(15b( c ^)) 
of Lew) specifically indicative of the start of the voice mail 
is shown (column 9, lines 23-27 of Lew) . 

Uyeno and Lew are combinable because they are from the same 
field of endeavor, namely the control and handling of incoming 
communications and data. At the time of the invention, it would 
have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to 
use a third predetermined indicator for a voice mail message, as 
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taught by Lew, said indicator being a third predetermined color, 
as taught by Uyeno, which is therefore controlled by the color 
control unit which makes the LCD backlight up the designated 
third predetermined color. The motivation for doing so would 
have been to be able to use and coordinate a wider variety of 
possible incoming data transmissions, in this case received and 
stored voice mail transmissions, rather than simple voice call 
transmissions. Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine 
Lew with Uyeno to obtain the invention as specified in claim 4. 

Further regarding claim 5: As discussed in the arguments 
regarding claim 3, which are incorporated herein, when a 
facsimile call-in is detected, the LCD backlight is illuminated 
by designating the second predetermined color showing the 
facsimile call-in. As is well-known in the art, a CNG signal is 
the signal used by a facsimile machine to alert the receiving 
machine .that a facsimile machine is connecting. Since the CNG 
signal is how the facsimile call-in is detected, then it is 
inherent that the LCD backlight is illuminated by designating 
the second predetermined color showing the facsimile call-in 
when a CNG signal is detected. 

Further regarding claim 6: As discussed in the arguments 
regarding claim 3, which are incorporated herein, Lew discloses 
that separate distinct predetermined icons, and thus separate 
distinct predetermined backlight colors for the apparatus taught 
by Uyeno. in view of Lew, are displayed in the cases of receiving 
a voice mail message or a facsimile call-in (figure 5 and column 
9, line 23-27 of Lew) . A first predetermined color therefore 
shows the start of operation of the voice mail. Further, as is 
well-known in the art, a CNG signal is the signal used by a 
facsimile machine to alert the receiving machine that a 
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facsimile machine is connecting* Since the CNG signal is how 
the facsimile call-in is detected, then it is inherent that the 
LCD backlight is illuminated by designating the second 
predetermined color showing the facsimile call-in when a CNG 
signal is detected. 

Further regarding claim 7: Lew discloses detecting an 
identification signal from an e-mail server, wherein a 
predetermined icon is displayed (figure 5 (El or other suitable 
icon) of Lew) , showing the call-in of the e-mail (column 9, 
lines 23-27 of Lew) . As discussed in the arguments regarding 
claim 3, which are incorporated herein, Lew discloses that 
separate distinct predetermined icons, and thus separate 
distinct predetermined backlight colors for the apparatus taught 
by Uyeno in view of Lew, are displayed in the cases of receiving 
different types of call-in messages (figure 5 and column 9, line 
23-27 of Lew) . Thus, if a call-in and an identification code 
showing a call-in of an e-mail is detected by the call-in 
detection module, then the color control 'unit makes the LCD 
backlight light up by designating a third predetermined color 
showing the call-in of the e-mail. 

Further, a microprocessor (figure 2(25) of Uyeno) controls 
data and information pertinent to the various functions of the 
apparatus, along with the actuation and function of the color 
codes, wherein the associated data and computer programs are 
stored in the memory (figure 2(30) of Uyeno) of the apparatus 
(column 2, lines 62-67 of Uyeno) . Thus, a portion of the 
microprocessor along with a corresponding portion of the 
physically embodied software which performs the step of 
detecting the identification signal from an e-mail server is an 
identification signal detecting module. 
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Regarding claims 8 and 11: Uyeno discloses a number 
display signal detecting means for detecting a number display 
signal (column 3, lines 18-23 of Uyeno) ; and a telephone 
directory registering/retrieving module for registering and 
retrieving (column 3, lines 15-21 of Uyeno) a telephone 
directory (column 3, lines 5-12 of Uyeno) , wherein when the 
number display signal detecting module detects the number 
display signal (column 3, lines 18-23 of Uyeno) , and when the 
telephone directory registering/retrieving module judges that 
the telephone number indicated by the number display signal is 
matched with a telephone number registered in the telephone 
directory (column 3, lines 18-21 of Uyeno) , the color control 
unit makes the LCD backlight light up by designating a fourth 
predetermined color corresponding to the matched telephone 
number (column 3, lines 21-23 of Uyeno) * 

A microprocessor (figure 2(25) of Uyeno) controls data and 
information pertinent to the various functions of the apparatus 
along with the actuation and function of the color codes, 
wherein the associated data and computer programs are stored in 
the memory (figure 2(30) of Uyeno) of the apparatus (column 2, 
lines 62-67 of Uyeno) . The number display signal detecting 
module and .telephone directory registering/retrieving module ar 
the corresponding portion of said microprocessor, along with th 
physically embodied computer software stored in memory, which 
perform the corresponding functions of said number display 
signal detecting module and telephone directory registering/ 
retrieving module. 
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6, Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Uyeno (US Patent 5,946,636) in view of Lew (US 
Patent 6,483,898 B2) and Gerszberg (US Patent 6,385,305 Bl). 

Regarding claim 9: Uyeno in view of Lew does not disclose 
expressly a timer showing the present date and time, wherein the 
color control unit judges if the present date has reached a 
preset date, and when the present date is judged to coincide 
with the preset date, the LCD backlight is illuminated by 
designating a third predetermined color. 

Gerszberg discloses a timer which shows the present date 
and time, wherein if the present date is judged to have reached 
a preset date, and the present date is judged to coincide with 
the preset date, a specific predetermined message is displayed 
(figure 9 and column 10, lines 34-39 of Gerszberg) . 

Uyeno in view of. Lew is combinable with Gerszberg because 
they are from the same field of endeavor, namely the control and 
handling of multiple types of communications and data. At the 
time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to use the timer taught by Gerszberg 
in combination with the color control unit taught by Uyeno to 
judge if a preset' date and time coincides with the present date 
and time and, if so, produce a specific predetermined display, 
as taught by Gerszberg. By combining with Uyeno in view of Lew, 
the predetermined display would be a third predetermined color 
which is designated as the color to be illuminated by the LCD 
backlight taught by Uyeno. The motivation for doing so would 
have been to remind a potentially forgetful user about an 
important occasion (column 10, lines 36-37 of Gerszberg) . 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Gerszberg with 
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Uyeno in view of Lew to obtain the invention as specified in 
claim 9. 

7. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as. being 
unpatentable over Uyeno (US Patent 5,946,636) in view of Lew (US 
Patent 6,483,898 B2) and Kameyana (US Patent 5,934,661). 

Regarding claim 10: Uyeno in view of Lew does not disclose 
expressly an irregular condition detector for detecting an 
irregular condition of the facsimile apparatus, wherein when the 
irregular condition detector detects the irregular condition, 
the color control circuit makes the LCD backlight light up by 
designating a predetermined color. 

Kameyana discloses detecting an irregular condition of the 
facsimile apparatus, wherein when the irregular condition is 
detected, a predetermined message is displayed (column 9, lines 
51-53 of Kameyana) . 

Uyeno in view of Lew is combinable with Kameyana because 
they are from similar problem solving areas, namely displaying 
various statuses in a facsimile system. At the time of the 
invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to display an error status with a predetermined 
message indicating what kind of error is produced when an 
irregular (error) condition is detected, as taught by Kameyana, 
wherein the predetermined message is instead a designated 
predetermined color used to illuminate the LCD backlight 
display, as taught by Uyeno. A microprocessor (figure 2(25) of 
Uyeno) controls data and information pertinent to the various 
functions of the apparatus, along with the actuation and 
function of the color codes, wherein the ■ associated data and 
computer programs are stored in the memory' (figure 2(30) of 
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Uyeno) of the apparatus (column 2, lines 62-67 of Uyeno) . 
Therefore, the irregular condition detector is simply a portion 
of physically embodied software, as taught by Uyeno, programmed 
according to the functions taught by Uyeno in view of Lew and 
Kameyana. The motivation for doing so would have been that it 
is generally desirable to ascertain if there is an error, and 
thus an irregular condition, in an electronic device so that a 
user can then determine what to do in regards to the error. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Kameyana with 
Uyeno in view of Lew to obtain the invention as specified in 
claim 10. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to James A. 
Thompson whose telephone number is 571-272-7441. The examiner 
can normally be reached on 8 : 30AM-5 : 00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, David K. Moore can be 
reached on 571-272-7437. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . 
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